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administered in the presence of a severe infectious disease. While in the 
earlier period of its employment untoward symptoms and even death might 
be explained away on the ground of toxic substances not related to the 
antitoxin being present, and even later, that while the horse could not be 
eliminated in its preparation, minor unpleasant manifestations would appear, 
at the present there iB no reason that antitoxin quoad antitoxin should not 
stand or fall on its own merits. The enormous clinical experience of those 
who are now prominent in such discussions as this cannot be ignored, and 
their evidence must be accepted as indicating the turning of the tide.— 
R. W. W.] 

The Therapeutic Indications of Cannabis Indica.—De. H. Edwin Lewis 
finds in pain not due to distinct pathological lesions the chief indication. 
In migraine, heraicrania, the various neuralgias, and the. headaches due to 
eye-strain it may be used with marked success. In the pain of multiple 
neuritis and tabes dorsalis it is one of the best of anodynes, and to relieve 
the chest pains of phthisis it is often very serviceable. In the various 
neuroses accompanying pregnancy and the climacteric, and the particularly 
violent nerve storms of the artificial menopause, it is satisfactory. Dysmen- 
orrhcea not due to anatomical or inflammatory causes is promptly relieved, 
with few after-effects. Impotence, more or less complete, which is due to 
urethral hypertesthesia, is certainly benefited by the sedative or analgesic 
action. In several instances of diabetes mellitus improvement has followed. 
It will relieve the intolerable itching and burning of various skin neuroses. 
The dose is one-fourth to one grain of the assayed solid extract. A quarter 
of a grain may be repeated every one, two, or three hours as required.— 
Merest Archive*, 1900, No. 7, p. 247. 

HedonaL— Drs. Nawratzski and Arndt state that the ideal hypnotic 
should act promptly and safely, be of pleasant taste, soluble in practicable 
media, adapted to subcutaneous injection (if needed), be devoid of subjective 
and objective untoward phenomena, and of moderate price. Recalling the 
ethyl-urethran of Schmiedebeig, it is believed that by the introduction of 
the higher alcohol in place of the ethyl radical a more intensive hypnotic 
action might be obtained. This substance, which is methyl-propyl-carbinol- 
urethran, appears as colorless crystals of a peculiar, burning, peppermint- 
like taste, insolnble in cold water, but soluble up to 2 per cent in water at 
122° F. It is soluble in 50 per cent, alcohol. It is suggested that it may 
be administered in. warm milk. The dose varies from seven to thirty or 
even forty-five grains. After the last-named dose sleep follows in about 
thirty minutes and lasts from two to nine hours without interruption. On 
awakening there is generally a marked desire to urinate. In fact, the drug 
is diuretic; so much so that sleep may be interrupted. There is no change 
in the pulse, respiration, or temperature .—Therapmtuchc MonaUhefic, 1900, 
Heft vii., S. 372. 

Lobar Pneumonia Treated with Silver Salts.—Dorr. Caccianiga re¬ 
ports the results of treatment in 112 patients suffering from acute lobar 
pneumonia. Two and one-half to three grains of silver nitrate, divided into 
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TOF*l£R ( La. Semaine Medicate, May 10,1900) reporlB silty-three operations 
upon the lower extremities and the lower portion of the trunk, conducted 
under spinal narcosis by cocaine. He has increased the number of opera¬ 
tions by this method very considerably Bince the publication of his paper. 

In the Centratbtatt fur Gynakologic, 1900, No. 28, Kbeis reports his appli¬ 
cation of this method to labor cases in the clinic at Basel. HiB experience 
is practically as follows: His first case was that of a primipara, aged twenty- 
three years, in whom the injection of 1 centigramme of cocaine between the 
fourth and fifth vertebra removed the sensation of pain. The forceps was 
applied to the head of the child low in the pelvis, and the delivery ensued 
without pain to the patient The mother stated that the forceps conld be 
felt when introduced, but that the birth of the child was appreciated only 
as the emptying of the abdomen. Laceration of the perineum occurred and 
episiotomy was performed, but neither this nor the closure of the lacerations 
gave the patient pain. She felt intensely cold in the feet and legB, had 
headache, dizziness, and vomiting, with slight rise of temperature, which 
soon subsided. The second patient hed a breech labor, and it was neces¬ 
sary to extract the head of the child because the pelvis of the mother was 
contracted. The patient experienced a moderate degree of pain during the 
extraction. No unpleasant symptoms followed the use of cocaine.. The 
next patient was a primipara, aged twenty-seven years, in whom the injec¬ 
tion produced vomiting, abnormal sensations, and labor was delayed. It 
was finally necessary, because of the mother’s exhaustion, to deliver the 
patient with forceps, under the use of chloroform. A large amount of 
chloroform was required to produce narcosis. Expression of the placenta 
also became needful because of bleeding. The patient, however, reacted 
well and made a good recovery. In the case of another primipara the use 
or forceps was necessary, and while the patient complained of no pain, she 
became excessively nervous and unruly. She had also strong after-pains. 
A primipara, aged twenty years, complained of abnormal creeping sensations 
in the limbs, vomited several times, and brought the child down upon the 
pelvic floor. Delivery was spontaneous, although delayed. The patient 
experienced little pain during the closure of the lacerated perineum. In 
the case of a primipara, aged twenty-seven years, the patient s sensations 
were abnormal, but the pains of labor were very strong. They did not, 
however, cause Buffering. The patient vomited freely while the child was 
passing through the birth-canal. 

Kreis concludes from these few cases that the action of the utenm was not 
interfered with by the cocaine. The sensation of pain was largely destroyed 
the patients describing only a tension in the abdomen. The reflex action of 
the abdominal muscles was destroyed, and the patient did not help herself 
unless she was requested or had resolved to do so. After-pains did not last 
more than two hours. The general impression given by these cases was that 
the phenomena of labor were rendered largely painless by this method. Vom¬ 
iting and headache were the principal complications. It cannot be alleged 
that this method will prove successful in all cases, especially in those where 
the patient is required to make very strong voluntary effort, or m the case 
of very highly nervous and excited women, who are thrown into a condition 
of terror by an obstetric operation aside from the pain suffered. 



